thousand seven hundred to three thousand men in all,
have marched on the town from east, west, and north The
garrison of the town actually consists of a mixed brigade,
four thousand strong, and a cavalry regiment Reinforce-
ments are arriving from Kalgan, Sui-yan, and elsewhere
every day'
As he jotted down shorthand, the journalist was careful
to make Captain Ezoe's sometimes hesitant English
colourless and impersonal
'Kara and other localities situated to the north of Urga,'
he went on writing, care the granary of the besieged capital
of Outer Mongolia At present only sufficient supplies for
a fortnight remain in Urga, and efforts are being made to
obtain as much as possible from Kara The Russians, who
are aware of the situation, attacked Kara on the
What was the date? You don't remember? Oh, well, it
doesn't matter         attacked Kara a short time ago, and
reduced part of the village to ashes  They also felled fifty
telegraph-posts on the Urga-Kiakhta road, in order to cut
communications between these two important centres
And now tell me about the military operations'
Captain Ezoe gave technical details the disposition of
the troops, the attacks and counter-attacks, the fire-
frequency , the calibre of the guns The American jotted
down
'October 26, first battle Violent From October 30 to
November 4, twenty minor engagements and five im-
portant ones Artillery and machine-guns Reign of terror
in Urga Streets swept with shells and bullets Leaving
town forbidden Citizens ordered to stay indoors Travel-
lers imprisoned by Chinese, who fear uprising in Urga
provoked by attack from outside *
'After six days' fighting,' Captain Ezoe went on, 'the
attackers retired twenty miles from Urga They main-
tained the strictest discipline dunng the operations, and,
contrary to what usually happens in that country, com-
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